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The Longevity and Mating Habits of Dichromorpha

viridis Scud. (Orth.).

By PHIL RAU, St. Louis, Missouri.

During July and August, 1909, I had an opportunity to re-

cord the adult longevity and the mating habits of this Orth-

opteran species.*

The adult hoppers, nineteen males and six females, were

taken in my garden and confined in lamp-chimney breeders

containing growing grass. The table shows that the females

lived from 23 to 34 days (with one exception), while the males

lived only from one to ten days, most of them living 3 or 4

TABLE I.

LENGTH OF LIFE
NO. OF INDIVIDUALSO-C..A.
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the behavior of the males to indicate senescence due to old age.

They always seemed active and mated readily, even remaining

in copulo, in a number of instances, up to just a few hours

before their death.

In the cages these insects were polygamous and polyandrous,

a male mating many times with the same or other females, and

a female mating often with one or many males.

TABLE II.


